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Change is especially difficult for a political system that must meet the needs of a large, 
diverse, and ever-shifting population. Political systems tend to represent the status quo, 
and established groups are inherently threatened by changes to the government’s base 
of power. Because politics is, in the words of a classic definition, about who gets what, 
newcomers compete against established residents, leaving the government to resolve 
the conflict and determine who wins and who loses. Politics becomes a battle between 
the old and the new, and this battle is often repeated in Texas. The Texas Revolution, 
which came about when Mexican officials refused to meet the needs of Anglo settlers, 
is probably the most dramatic—and ultimately literal—example of politics as a battle.

A snapshot of Texas reveals increasing population diversity as the state grows. 
In 2005, Texas became a majority-minority state, joining Hawaii, New Mexico, and 
California as states in which the nation’s majority (Anglos) make up less than half 
of a state’s population. In Texas today, Anglos account for 43.5 percent of the state’s 
population. While about 70 percent of Texas residents describe themselves as white, 
this category includes both Anglos and Hispanics (see Figure 1.2). About 16.5 percent 
of Texans (compared to 12.7 percent of Americans) are foreign born, and just over one 
in three Texans speaks a language other than English at home (compared to one in five 
Americans).28

The state’s future will be even more diverse. The state demographer estimates that 
from 2010 to 2050, Texas’s Hispanic population will grow from just under 10 million to 
just over 30 million. During that same time, the Anglo population is expected to stay 
relatively unchanged at 11 to 12 million.29 While some of the rise of Hispanics in Texas 
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  FIGURE 1.1    Population and Percentage of Growth in Texas since 1850

Source: Data from U.S. Census Bureau, “State and County QuickFacts: Texas,” http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/
PST045215/48.
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